
Our need for your prayers and financial support is
as great as ever. It is very inspiring to see what the
Lord is doing in the lives of our young adults.
Despite what it may seem, the future is full of hope, for
God is ever good and merciful, continues to bless us
with an abundance of gifts, and will always be there,
especially for those who follow him in faith and trust.

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Chase Hasenoehrl
Pastor, St. Augustine’s Catholic Center
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Voice

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ!

It’s been quite the Fall! It was a true joy this past
summer to see university students return to Moscow
after a number of months of having a very quiet
campus. Like the city of Moscow and the university,
we’ve made a number of adjustments so that we may
continue to evangelize in an effective and safe way.

I’ve truly been moved by the swell in our numbers
this semester, despite challenging circumstances.
We had over 100 students sign up for FOCUS
Bible Studies at the beginning of the school year,
and more have been added throughout the semester.
More than ever, students are longing for answers
to life’s big questions, searching for meaning in
the face of anxiety and confusion, and needing
community for support and example. Our campus
ministry program continues to serve these needs and
broaden with opportunities. In particular, I’m very
proud of our students taking ownership and
responsibility through the Vandal Catholic
university club. They meet twice a month, have a
full line-up of officers, and host a number of events
on campus and at our student center to connect with
their fellow students and share the faith.



FIRST ANNUAL GREAT DEBATE
a Great Success!

"It was the most intriguing major event that Vandal
Catholic has put on," commented senior Chris Salcido.
"I had heard some stuff about the Shroud but not enough
to have a solid opinion of my own. The evidence for the
Shroud was abundant; I think it’s real. I definitely
thought about it differently than I had beforehand. Now
I see it more as a scientific miracle."

What could bring together college students,
Catholics, Protestants, and local community
members on a warm fall evening in Moscow? Vandal
Catholic's first-ever Great Debate! The debate topic?
The authenticity of the Shroud of Turin. 

As attendees made their way into the Best Western
University Inn's Conference Center, they were greeted
by a team of friendly FOCUS missionaries asking them
to indicate their current belief about whether the Shroud
of Turin was real or fake. The large whiteboard filled
with tally marks, many arriving with strong opinions
already formed. But several students marked the
"undecided" column, admitting they'd never really
thought about the topic much before. Some had never
been to a debate before either, so they entered not
knowing quite what to expect.
 

Perhaps even more compelling than the content of the
debate was the manner in which it was conducted. Many
people remarked that they were pleasantly surprised by
the respect and comaraderie between the debators. "I'm
learning that not only the arguments, but the style in
which they argue is really important. Not that often
do we get to watch a debate that’s that professional
and collegial," observed senior Lenah Matz. "We don’t
believe in God because of this relic. They both agreed
on that. But sometimes relics are what makes faith more
accessible, get us closer to making that jump."

Defending the authenticity of the shroud was Dr. R.
Scott French, a Catholic board-certified Emergency
Physician, former Stanford Medical School faculty with
teaching appointments at the universities of Washington
and North Carolina, amongst others, and highly sought-
after speaker for the Magis Center. His opponent was 
 N.D. Wilson, a bestselling author of fiction, nonfiction,
and picture books, film producer, director of
Camperdown Writer’s Kiln, and Fellow of Literature at
New St. Andrew’s College. Both men had gained
national attention for their comments on the Shroud of
Turin.

N.D. Wilson Dr. R. Scott French



long after. It’s a platform to display lots of different
beliefs that people may not be aware of." 

If you missed this debate, you can still watch it on
Vandal Catholic's Facebook page!

Mark your calendars for our second Great Debate on
March 24, 2021. Fr. Robert Sirico from the Acton
Institute for the Study of Religion and Liberty will debate
Dean Dettloff from the Institute of Christian Studies on
Capitalism vs. Communism. 

 

Students concluded that the Great Debate is an important
addition to the University of Idaho community. Junior
Naomi Sanchirico remarked, "The Catholic Church has
a bad rap for having so many rules, but by having
debates about things, it shows that we’re open to
hearing what others have to say and defend what we
believe." Chris Salcido agreed: "It forces people to think;
it’s definitely a practice in defense of one’s faith. If we're
never given opportunities to check for leaks in our
faith, we don’t have the chance to improve it.
Something so controversial forces people to talk  about it  

Paul Darrow: 

How does a former gay activist, atheist, and
international fashion model change his life and
become Catholic? This October, St. Augustine's and the
Vandal Catholic Club brought Paul Darrow to campus to
share just that. 

Paul’s presentation explored same-sex attraction and our
sexual identity at a deeper level. He shared the grace,
mercy, hope, joy, and freedom that is offered to those
who want to move beyond a self-oriented identity to a
more Christ-oriented identity.   His talk was inspiring and 

thought-provoking for those who experience same-sex
attraction, as well as for those who do not but who want
to know more about a compassionate Catholic approach. 

Many students were touched not only by his compelling
story but also by his kind and gentle demeanor. Vandal
Catholic President, Molly Schwartz, introduced Paul with
these words: "Especially in our contentious cultural
climate these days,  it’s  important to show respect and

love for others. Paul is a great example of showing
compassion and love for those we disagree with while
keeping our standards."

Paul also joined students for lunch on the day of the
event, entertained a lengthy Q & A following his
presentation, and walked from table to table at a reception
following the event, inviting students to ask any
questions. 

Paul's story is showcased in the award-winning
documentary, Desire of the Everlasting Hills, and can
be seen at everlastinghills.org. His presentation at St.
Augustine's can also be viewed on our Vandal
Catholic Facebook page. 

A Testimony to Truth and Love



University of Idaho's
Vandal Catholic Club

Beginning last spring, Vandal Catholic, an ASUI
(Associated Students of the University of Idaho)
Registered Student Organization, spent many months re-
working its constitution and bylaws. The results have been
incredible. 

The Vandal Catholic Club has always been affiliated
with and supported by St. Augustine's, but this year
they have taken their ownership of the ministry to a
whole new level. Molly Schwartz, a UI senior education
major and Vandal Catholic's president, commented, "It’s
nice to have student leadership because they know other
students' interests and what they will and will not do. It
has  been  good  for  us  as  a  group  to  take  on  more  

Vandal Catholic Club President Molly
Schwartz introducing speaker Paul Darrow

Vandal Catholic Club Officers from left to right: Molly Schwartz (President), Maggie
Schultz (Secretary), Andrew Sayre (Friday Fellowship Leader), Carmen Eggleston
(Vice-President), Luke Russell (FOCUS missionary), Chris Salcido (Event
Coordinator/Intramurals).  Not Pictured: Brian Johnson (Treasurer)

responsibility and have an opportunity for leadership
so that we can better serve the students at this
university and get more people involved."

The coronavirus outbreak has seemed to help the
club's outreach, rather than hinder it. Chris Salcido, a
senior chemical engineering major who serves as the
club's event coordinator, remarked,  "Before we went into
quarantine the students had very little notice before they
didn’t see any of their friends for like five months. So
right at the beginning of the fall, everyone was asking
what events were going to happen and if there was Friday
Fellowship. Attendance has been up because it plays a
little bit more important role in their life now." 



What Has the Lord Been Teaching You
Through the COVID-19 Pandemic?

Friday Fellowship

Andrew Sayre, a junior and the Friday Fellowship Leader,
agreed, "COVID has forced us to be intentional, to really
push getting the word out, really put our hearts and minds
into it. It’s kind of a blessing in disguise."

The club meets twice a month, and their meetings are open to the
entire student body. A St. Augustine's staff member and a
FOCUS missionary also attend to provide support and facilitate
good communication. The club organizes a Friday Fellowship
event every Friday, like board games, group games, trivia night,
ice cream sundaes, movie night, breakfast for dinner, pumpkin
carving, and open mic night. In addition, they facilitated two
intramural sports this fall: spike ball and corn hole. They also
plan to take on some local service  projects.

They are excited about having more input in the Great Debate
topics, selecting major speakers, and putting on major events.
"When people can see this group of Catholic students is
putting on this event, not just the Center or the priest putting
it on, that’s a good image," Sayre observed.

Schwartz hopes that being involved in the Vandal Catholic Club
will have a lasting impact for students. "By students being
involved in our club and learning what it takes to put on
events and create service opportunities, when they graduate
they can go off and serve their own parishes in their own
communities and bring more souls to Christ."

Junior
Medical Sciences Major
From Tucson, AZ
Facilities Intern at St. Augustine's

Our Lord has certainly been good to me! This semester, he has invited me
to live in deeper union with him. In spite of all the fears and challenges of
our world today, Jesus and his beloved Church have remained a stronghold
for me. 

One of the students here recently told me something that really stuck with
me. He said we never have to go in search of opportunities to serve Christ.
God will always present us with the opportunities to live out our faith. 

This fall, I have been invited into discipleship with our FOCUS
missionary, Andrew, learned how to altar serve with some of my buddies
at weekly candlelight Mass, and have overall just been spending more time
working in and tending the vineyard at St. Auggy’s. The community here
has quite literally fed me body and soul, and I am so grateful to claim this
parish as home.

Spike Ball

Student Profile: Andrew Sayre



OUTREACH

our first annual Great Debate on the authenticity of the Shroud of Turin
exciting developments in our Vandal Catholic Club, completely run by students
our major speaker event: Paul Darrow's journey from an atheist, gay-activist,
international fashion model to a joyful and faithful Catholic
how St. Augustine's has impacted the life of a student

Fall Greetings from St. Augustine’s Catholic Center! We recently adopted a new motto:
"Encounter the Sacred, Discover the Truth, Change the World," and we're more passionate
than ever to live it out in these unprecedented times! Adversity brings new opportunities for
creativity, adaptation, and flexibility-- that has certainly been true for Vandal Catholic in 2020!
Enjoy this fall edition of our newsletter where you'll read all about: 

Thank you for your prayers and support for these remarkable students! Students will be calling
to invite you to participate in our Homecoming Matching Gift Collection this month -- all
donations will be matched dollar for dollar by generous donors, up to a total of $15,000!
Or visit our website to donate online to our matching gift now!

Encounter the Sacred, Discover the Truth, Change the World

Mission Statement:
To live, foster, and proclaim
the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
to the University of Idaho.

St. Augustine's Catholic Center
P.O. Box 3457
Moscow, ID 83843

Vandal Catholic Voice 
is published twice a year. 

Send comments to:

Fr. Chase Hasenoehrl, Pastor

Website:
www.vandalcatholic.com

Email:
vandalcatholic@gmail.com

Telephone:
(208) 882-4613

Amy McNelly
Executive Director

amcnelly@vandalcatholic.com
(509) 592-7227

www.vandalcatholic.com
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Ask Me Anything Night with Fr. Chase & Dr. Gracjan

Mass on the Mountain

Fall Outreach

Make a Difference:
DONATE  ONLINE!


